Creative Flower Photography Notes
Colin Harrison FRPS EFIAP/d3 MFIAP MPAGB APAGB FBPE MPSA GPSA FIPF AWPF

www.colinharrisonphotography.uk

Supporting Macmillan cancer care nurses
The Talk
*Always interested in flower photography in a landscape or as a close-up.

*Many of the images of flowers were taken in our garden and then parts of the flowers were removed to
be photographed or frozen.

*Inspiration Pierre Joseph Redoute’ —images on greeting cards Info

*What is fine art photography. 6’
“>

*Garden studio — get comfortable! : -

*Close ups using Sigma 105mm f2.8 close-up lens. Info X N

*Depth of field using f16 and 2.8

*Converted IKEA homemade copy stand — add black or white backdrop.

Flower copy stand

Backdrops

NB

A - 2 Use torch/
l £ bicycle light
44cm i on velcro

Similar available at IKEA USA — Lack table 22”x 22"

Paper / Carboard backdrops from Hobby Lobby, Michaels etc

*Images taken in shade.

*Using a torch Info online half price (many to choose from)

*Water spray added (old detergent spray).

*Flower pressing — place flower between card/material and put in press.

Method one - in microwave Info Having secured the top of the press and placed in microwave —
FOLLOW INSTRUCTIONS AND ONLY LEAVE FOR A VERY SHORT TIME

Method two - cold press Info Secure bolts and wing nuts and leave overnight.

Make your own? Use a heavy book.

*Most flower images within the size 6 x 4 inches — which means the camera does not have to be moved
when taking a number of images

*Qriginal pressed images photographed using homemade cardboard stand and 4 cheap bicycle lights —
Acceptable white balance.
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http://www.colinharrisonphotography.uk/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Redoute-Paintings-Notecards-Envelopes-n/dp/1782140093
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Sigma-105mm-Macro-Canon-Cameras/dp/B0058NYVXG/ref=asc_df_B0058NYVXG/?tag=googshopuk-21&linkCode=df0&hvadid=310171959482&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=9598912685521636791&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=1007245&hvtargid=pla-448845032046&psc=1&th=1&psc=1
https://www.jmldirect.com/tough-max-torch-powerful-and-bright-led-flashlight?gclid=CjwKCAiAxKv_BRBdEiwAyd40NzSqxd_ZENPlQvqsLIkl1OQnDMuZeGOeKFd12b1s2PrMDZRqWfjImRoCcyYQAvD_BwE
https://www.hobbycraft.co.uk/my-living-world-_-instant-flower-press/606724-1000
https://www.hobbycraft.co.uk/my-living-world-_-instant-flower-press/606724-1000

1,
1L

4 xbicycle lights

Make your own camera support ie tripod head fixed to a box instead of using a tripod

*Life in the freezer - flower not completely in water and held in position using Blu Tack. Info
*When photographing melt with hot water and small areas with warm finger.

Re freeze melted flower and start again.

*Montage images into the landscape or buildings.

*Seen better days - photograph old flowers.

*Close-ups of water droplets — spray or natural rain — use a Rain Repellent spray Info to decrease size of
water droplets. Duotone > Mode mono > Duotone blue and white.

*Putting a frame around images using On1 effects software Info or duplicating an image and stepping its
size eg 90%, 80% etc on transparent layers.

*Still life - combining photographs of vases etc and pressed flowers in Photos
Still life in a box — under expose settings eg 4 stops darker, then use flashlight.
Put still life image into Topaz etc.

*Close-ups of insects on flowers using large flash gun — hahnel MODUS 600 RT Info (very fast recycling)
and homemade flash reflector

Using Sigma 105mm f2.8 Macro EX DG OS HSM Info

— see below

*Macro photography using Canon MP-E 65mm f2.8 1-5 x macro lens Info

hahnel MODUS 360 RT flash gun Info and Settings used
homemade reflector — see below 1 /250 sec (or maximum camera flash synchronisation)
To produce creative insect/flower images. F16 400 ASA Flash ETTL Auto
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https://www.amazon.co.uk/Blu-tack-Original-Adhesive-Non-toxic-801103/dp/B00I42EOJE/ref=asc_df_B00I42EOJE/?tag=googshopuk-21&linkCode=df0&hvadid=255997889218&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=8492612825724315564&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9046134&hvtargid=pla-320414592391&psc=1
https://www.halfords.com/motoring/screenwash-and-de-icer/rain-x-rain-repellent-trigger-500ml-172357.html?istCompanyId=b8708c57-7a02-4cf6-b2c0-dc36b54a327e&istFeedId=367c5610-f937-4c81-8609-f84582324cd6&istItemId=xtmpliirx&istBid=t&_$ja=tsid:94971|cid:865695751|agid:43902126935|tid:pla-330017886935|crid:202397318388|nw:g|rnd:16517446469406577375|dvc:c|adp:|mt:|loc:9046134&gclid=CjwKCAiA4o79BRBvEiwAjteoYJkiGoHDoomHUAKFhnIoXFxEzxAFNU1yFe7UMMa2V5OmjqdaOLEsQxoCZ_MQAvD_BwE
https://www.on1.com/products/effects/
https://www.hahnel.ie/irish-shop/modusii_wirelesskit_canon/
https://www.wexphotovideo.com/sigma-105mm-f28-macro-ex-dg-os-hsm-canon-fit-1524157/
https://www.canon.co.uk/lenses/mp-e-65mm-f-2-8-1-5x-macro-photo-lens/
https://www.hahnel.ie/irish-shop/modus_360_canon_speedlight/

Home made flash reflector

hahnel MODUS 360RT
flash gun

Canon MP-E 65mm /2.8
1-5x macro Lens

END OF PART ONE

PART TWO
*Also using lesser known software
All images imported as jpg.s. Some software can import PSD.s

Some software can work as stand alone ie not accessed via Photoshop — just drag and drop image into
software.

*Adobe Photoshop Info

(Options:  PaintShop Pro Info Adobe Elements Info Affinity Info Lightroom Info)

a) Layers and blending modes — What is a texture? — eg image of rust, old faded wallpaper, old paving
slab etc. Overlay on flower — trial and error.

d) Like a kaleidoscope - rotating and duplicating an item — start with a blank square and rotate item
around the centre of the square using settings eg rotate 30, 45 or 60 degrees on each transparent layer.
On completion of the circle merge visible and duplicate this new layer which should still be transparent.
Now reduce size to suite eg 80% and keep on doing this on new layers.

Black or white backgrounds?
e) Any one for a twirl — follow these steps
1 Image
2 In Photoshop: Filter > Pixelate > Mezzotint
Settings: Amount 100, Zoom, Best
3 Twirl +125 on 2 above

4 Duplicate layer and flip horizontally

5 Blend Mode - Multiply
Change size and colour etc. Step down image size and/or blend with flower.

*Flaming Pear — Flood software Info FREE - see page 5

Water reflection

*Redfield Fractalius Info

Hair line distortion. Can be white or black hairs and different sizes.
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https://www.adobe.com/uk/products/special-offers.html?gclid=Cj0KCQiAhZT9BRDmARIsAN2E-J3QcTVFaMlbrApTUGhBuzAr55cwZlDKVy8z8cGPSMxmjPck2omQtTIaAoZpEALw_wcB&sdid=88X75SKR&mv=search&ef_id=Cj0KCQiAhZT9BRDmARIsAN2E-J3QcTVFaMlbrApTUGhBuzAr55cwZlDKVy8z8cGPSMxmjPck2omQtTIaAoZpEALw_wcB:G:s&s_kwcid=AL!3085!3!340669891887!e!!g!!adobe%20photoshop!1422700211!58647953511
https://www.paintshoppro.com/en/
https://www.adobe.com/uk/products/photoshop-elements/buying-guide.html
https://affinity.serif.com/en-gb/
https://www.adobe.com/uk/products/photoshop-lightroom.html
http://www.flamingpear.com/flood-2.html
https://www.redfieldplugins.com/filterFractalius.htm

*JixiPix Spektrel Art Info

Similar to Fractalius

*Nik collection HDR Efex Pro Info

High Dynamic Range software

*Topaz - Studio 2 software Info

a to produce moody and atmospheric images

b Also use Al Clear (Artificial Intelligence). Using default settings to remove noise, enhance sharpness etc
—very quick. NB. Not mentioned in talk

*And now for something completely different

A selection of creative montaged images including an elephant.
*Trees
Tree looking part of a flower eg Ornamental cabbage put into a landscape looking image.

*Copying pressed flowers - method two

Using small and flat 10w Duracell LED floodlight Col temp 5000k. Runs off mains. 20w also available

Please note other versions of this light may have to be connected to the mains.

Also used flashlight as fill in lighting

* A “softly softly approach” using Gaussian Blur and Noise

Works well on close ups
Approx. Settings:

Gaussian Blur 100 — you will lose all detail on image

Mono Noise 20 Lower opacity 40

END OF PART TWO

*FAQ
1. Do | use a Lensbaby creative lens? Info
2. Do | photo stack? Info No but plan to Info

3. Dol use YouTube? Yes — fantastic for endless ideas

I

. At the beginning of your talk you showed a picture of a forget me not flower. How did it get its name?
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https://jixipix.com/spektrel-art/details.html
https://nikcollection.dxo.com/hdr-efex-pro/
https://topazlabs.com/studio/
https://lensbaby.com/
https://youtu.be/oJeqWrAnHis

There was once a medieval knight who was walking beside the river one night with his lady love. He was
holding a bouquet in his hands that he probably wanted to gift to the lady. However, because his armour
was too heavy, the knight fell into the river. As he was falling, he threw the flower bouquet at his lover,
and he shouted, “Forget-me-not!”

NOTES UPDATES

1 Use SKY REPLACEMENT IN PHOTOSHOP CC (Also see in Affinity and Elements)
Edit > Sky Replacement

https://youtu.be/cdjsUlOxvrU

2 Luminar 4 does the same Info

3 FREE OFFICIAL COPY OF ORIGINAL FLOOD SOFTWARE_Info  Scroll down on their web page
4 Using a 200mm close up lens can produce a shallower depth of field. Used further away
from the subject.

5 Use extension tubes. Info

6 Use close-up filters. Info

7 Recommended books and authors - also look on Google and YouTube

a. Digital Flower Photography SUE BISHOP - Published by photographers pip institute press
b. Fine Art Flower Photography -

Creative Techniques and the art of press Observation TONY SWEET Published Stackpole Books
8 All images in talk produced using JPGs — for best results use RAW!

9 Distinctions: RPS PAGB PSA FIAP BPE AWPF

10 Making snow in Photoshop
1) Create black layer over image
2) Add noise 150

3) Filter> Blur> Blur more

4) Levels (from left). 160. 1.0. 200

5) Layers mode > Screen

6) Filter>Pixelate>Crystalize (between 2 and 10 depending on image size)
7) Filter> Blur>Motion Blur. Angle - 60 Distance 16

8) Saved as a PSD you can use this layer it on any image

9) Duplicate this layer and enlarge to give bigger snow

10) Also lower opacity on snow layers if necessary
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https://youtu.be/cdjsUlOxvrU
https://skylum.com/luminar?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=Luminar_brand_search_en_uk&utm_term=exact&campaignid=8786295491&adgroupid=88053546385&adid=410452244610&gclid=Cj0KCQiArvX_BRCyARIsAKsnTxN6e7jxxSxoZa22SWNI4h25Byer52OLVThWeTm6sd_L9cpkSqDasf0aAmMNEALw_wcB
http://www.flamingpear.com/older.html
https://www.amazon.co.uk/SHOOT-Focus-Macro-Extension-Cameras/dp/B072MFB3Z6/ref=sr_1_6?adgrpid=58598023332&dchild=1&gclid=CjwKCAiAl4WABhAJEiwATUnEF7joFz4Ng2jephOGT3G0DOxpzqEquaB0z-mecYexk7wg9vGlQvteCRoCOvsQAvD_BwE&hvadid=259085416786&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=9046134&hvnetw=g&hvqmt=e&hvrand=16245735002304216640&hvtargid=kwd-492241423112&hydadcr=28150_1724812&keywords=extension+tubes&qid=1610746990&sr=8-6&tag=googhydr-21
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Hoya-HMC-Close-Up-Filter-Set/dp/B01N11VGA4
https://rps.org/qualifications/
http://www.thepagb.org.uk/awards/apm-awards/
https://psa-photo.org/index.php?portfolios-overview
https://www.fiap.net/upload/files/1522656534-6d37f.pdf
http://www.britishphotographicexhibitions.org.uk/#:~:text="The%20BPE%20exists%20to%20encourage,together%20to%20promote%20competitive%20photography." 
https://thewpf.co.uk/awpf-distinctions#:~:text=The%20WPF%20offers%20photographers%20the,award%20was%20initiated%20in%201994.

11 Making a sphere in Photoshop

Filter > Distort > Spherize —repeat a few times
Adjust shape, Edit > Transfer > Warp

Place in circle to shape

12 Using polar coordinates in Photoshop

Flter > Distort > Polarcoordinates

*Disclaimer

The information provided is for general informational purposes only. All information is
provided in good faith and however | make no representation of any kind regarding its
accuracy.

*Contact

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me via my website
www.colinharrisonphotography.uk

If you enjoyed this talk | am taking bookings for my New Digital Adventure talk showing many of my
award winning national/international images from 1995 -2020

Good luck
Colin Harrison

10 March 2021

Many thanks to the generosity all the camera clubs in the UK and abroad for supporting
cancer charities in their countries.
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http://www.colinharrisonphotography.uk/

