Consultation on the Statement of Community Involvement
The Hitcham and Taplow Society comments as follows.
The Society has been in existence for some sixty years. It has a main objective to ensure that all development within the district is of the highest standard and preserves the quality of the environment. It represents a significant proportion of the residents of Taplow.
We are concerned about erosions of democratic accountability and the absence of what we see as important information needed to make an informed response.
Local Plan Production
Plan preparation stage
“We MAY publish a draft plan for public consultation” This MUST be added to the “We WILL” section. It is unacceptable that the public has no voice at this stage of this most significant document.
Plan publication stage
The White Paper “Planning for the Future” states that the six weeks of consultation will in parallel with the submission to the Inspectors. This would make the consultation derisory. It must be required that the six week consultation is completed BEFORE the Plan is submitted to the Inspectors. Failure to make the intended timing clear is a significant failure of consultation.
Supplementary Planning Documents (SPD)
(Taplow’s Mil Lane site was very successfully developed from an SPD) 
Early engagement
“We MAY” - It must be moved to the “We WILL” section that views from the public will be invited via notification on the web site.
Consultation
When the consultation draft is published there must be a realistic period of time for informed comment to be made. As an SPD is usually quite detailed this should be a minimum of 4 weeks. This period should have been defined in the consultation
[bookmark: _Toc62121362]Planning Applications
Once the application is submitted
The following items should be moved from the “MAY” list to the “WILL” list as they are essential to the democratic process.
· display a planning notice near the application site;  
· [bookmark: _Toc62121363]notify town or parish councils
During the determination process
Omitted is any process by which an application may be brought before the Planning Committee. The present arbitrarily imposed process is that ONLY a County Councillor is able to refer an application to the committee, the public has no such power. This is a failure of the democratic process and a loss compared to the previous process within SBDC.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Roger Worthington, Secretary HTS c/o Littlemere, River Road SL6 0BB
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